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Features:

• Main tuning slide trigger

• Adjustable plate and stroke length

• Compensating system

• Brilliant and flexible tone

• Slightly shorter leadpipe for quick, 
light response

• Thinner material for brilliance 
of response

• Silver-plated finish with gold trim

The New Tradition for Euphonium

The newly expanded line of Yamaha euphoniums features a main tuning slide 
trigger that was designed in partnership with top musicians in the UK and 
Europe. Players will experience an unmatched playability and comfort needed
to achieve the highest level of precision and accuracy.

The 
842TS            Euphonium
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en Welcome to our 18th Anniversary of the International 
Euphonium and Tuba Festival!! It has been a special year with 
COVID but we are excited to have an in-person event with 
live music!  The other amazing part of IET 2021 involves the 
hybrid approach with merging the best of in-person instruction 
while connecting guest speakers from around the globe!!  IET 
continues to innovate, inspire, and cultivate young artists!!  
Thank you for being a part of this event and hope you hear 
outstanding performances and learn amazing insights into your 

musical future! 

 Adam Frey, Artistic Director

Presenting Sponsor

Major Sponsors



Program of Events
Sunday, June 20
	 2:00 PM	 Registration and Check-in - Dormitory
	 5:00 PM	 Meeting and Social – Falany Performing Arts Center 
				      (FPAC) Concert Hall
	 6:00 PM	 Dinner at the Gordy Center
	 7:30 PM 	 Opening Concert at FPAC

Monday, June 21
	 7:45 AM 	 Breakfast – Dining Hall
	 8:45 AM	 Warm-up and Fundamentals - Shipes (Concert Hall) EUPHS / 
					      Deck (Band Room) TUBAS
	 10:00 AM	 Master Class - Carol Jantsch
	 11:30 AM	 Massed Ensemble Rehearsal
	 12:30  PM	 Lunch
	 2:00 PM	 Master Class - Danielle VanTuinen
	 3:30 PM	 Medium Ensembles - Nighthawks (Concert Hall) / Eagles (Band Room)
	 4:30 PM	 Master Class - Matthew Shipes
	 6:00 PM	 Dinner
	 7:30 PM	 Evening Concert

Tuesday, June 22
	 7:45 AM 	 Breakfast – Dining Hall 
	 8:45 AM 	 Warm-up and Fundamentals - Diaz (Concert Hall)/Deck (Band Room)
	 9:45 AM 	 Massed Ensemble Rehearsal
	 11:00 AM	 Master Class - A View from the Podium
	 12:30 PM 	 Lunch
	 2:00 PM	 Master Class - Øystein Baadsvik
	 3:30 PM	 Medium Ensembles - Nighthawks (Concert Hall) / Eagles (Band Room)
	 4:30 PM	 Master Class – Hiram Diaz
	 6:00 PM	 Dinner
	 7:30 PM	 Marketing and Goals with Yamaha Artist Services
	 8:45 PM	 Career Roundtable Discussion

Wednesday, June 23
	 7:45 AM 	 Breakfast - Dining Hall
	 8:45 AM 	 Warm-up and Fundamentals-Diaz (Concert Hall)/Shipes (Band Room)
	 9:45 AM 	 Massed Ensemble Rehearsal
	 11:00 AM	 Master Class - Warren Deck
	 12:30  PM 	 Lunch
	 2:00  PM 	 Presentation - Scott Sutherland - Technology and Arranging
	 3:30  PM 	 Medium Ensembles - Nighthawks (Concert Hall) / Eagles (Band Room)
	 4:30  PM 	 Master Class - Adam Frey
	 6:00  PM 	 Dinner
	 7:30  PM 	 Evening Concert - Hiram Diaz, Chris Olka, and David Childs
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Program of Events
Thursday, June 24
	 7:45 AM	 Breakfast – Dining Hall
	 8:45 AM	 Warm-up and Fundamentals - Bowman (Concert Hall) / 
					      Olka (Band Room)
	 9:45 AM	 Massed Ensemble Rehearsal
	 11:00 AM	 Master Class - David Childs
	 12:30 PM	 Lunch
	 2:00 PM	 Presentation - Avital Handler - Q&A
	 3:30 PM 	 Medium Ensembles - Nighthawks (Band Room) / Eagles (Concert Hall)
	 4:30 PM	 Master Class - Brian Bowman
	 6:00 PM	 Dinner
	 7:30 PM	 Evening Concert - Participant Recital	
	 9:00 PM	 Ice Cream Social

Friday, June 25
	 7:45 AM	 Breakfast – Dining Hall
	 8:45 AM	 Warm-up and Fundamentals - Bowman (Concert Hall) / 
					      Olka (Band Room)
	 9:45 AM	 Massed Ensemble Rehearsal
	 11:00 AM	 Master Class - Chris Olka
	 12:30 PM	 Lunch
	 2:00 PM	 Participant Recital
	 3:30 PM	 Presentation - Auditions with Steve Rosse, Sydney Symphony Orchestra
	 4:30 PM	 Medium Ensembles - Nighthawks (Band Room) / Eagles (Concert Hall)
	 6:00 PM	 Dinner
	 7:30 PM 	 Evening Concert - Gala Concert

Saturday, June 26
	 8:00 AM 	 Breakfast
	 9:00 AM	 Check Out (Dormitory)
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Sunday, June 20 - 7:30 PM - Recital
Falany Performing Arts Center - Reinhardt University 

Danielle VanTuinen, euphonium 

Cascades							       Allen Vizzutti

Zero G							       Megan DeJarnett 

Alone Again							       Florence Anna Maunders

The Hispanic Euphonium					     Eduardo Nogueroles

Matthew Shipes, tuba

Romance							       Elizabeth Raum
							       (b. 1945)

Let There Be Funk						      D. Edward David

Adam Frey, euphonium

Concerto for Double Bass					     Antonio Capuzzi
	
	 Andante
	 Rondo

Dedicated in memory of Earle Louder

Varen							       Edvard Grieg
							       Arr. Frey & Geocaris

The Yellow Rose of Texas					     Lewis Buckley

Dedicated to The Madeson Family
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Monday, June 21 - 7:30 PM - Recital
Falany Performing Arts Center - Reinhardt University

Brian Bowman, euphonium

Bassoon Concerto							       Franz Danzi
	
	 Allegro
	 Andantino

Danielle VanTuinen, tuba 

Un Dia en la Vida							       Jose Flores

Elegy								        John Stevens

The Robots are Taking Over						      Brooke Pierson

Matthew Shipes, euphonium

Concert Galop							       Philip Wilby
								        (b. 1949)

Movere								        Christopher Dickey
								        (b. 1984)

Rhapsody for Euphonium						      Jerry Brubaker
								        (b. 1946)

Øystein Baadsvik, tuba

Video Performance Presentation
Program to be Announced



Wednesday, June 23 - 7:30 PM  - Recital
Falany Performing Arts Center - Reinhardt University

David Childs, euphonium

Video Performance Presentation
Program to be Announced

Hiram Diaz, euphonium & Miya Suen, piano

Andante e Rondo Hungarese, Opus 35					     Carl Maria von Weber
								        (1786-1826)

Piece en forme de Habanabera (1907)					     Maurice Ravel
								        (1875-1937)

Scherzo (1940)							       Edwin Franko Goldman
								        (1878-1956)

Chris Olka, tuba & Kimberly Russ, piano

Solo Etude for Tuba and Piano						     Vladislav Blazhevich

Ricercar No. 7 for solo Tuba						      Domenico Gabrieli
								        Arr. by Kimberly Russ

XII Variations on a Theme from Handel’s “Judas Maccabaeus”		  Ludwig Van Beethoven
								        Arr. by Kimberly Russ
								        and Chris Olka



Wednesday, June 23 - 7:30 PM  - Recital
Falany Performing Arts Center - Reinhardt University

David Childs, euphonium

Video Performance Presentation
Program to be Announced

Hiram Diaz, euphonium & Miya Suen, piano

Andante e Rondo Hungarese, Opus 35					     Carl Maria von Weber
								        (1786-1826)

Piece en forme de Habanabera (1907)					     Maurice Ravel
								        (1875-1937)

Scherzo (1940)							       Edwin Franko Goldman
								        (1878-1956)

Chris Olka, tuba & Kimberly Russ, piano

Solo Etude for Tuba and Piano						     Vladislav Blazhevich

Ricercar No. 7 for solo Tuba						      Domenico Gabrieli
								        Arr. by Kimberly Russ

XII Variations on a Theme from Handel’s “Judas Maccabaeus”		  Ludwig Van Beethoven
								        Arr. by Kimberly Russ
								        and Chris Olka

Thursday, June 24 - 7:30 PM - Participant Recital
Falany Performing Arts Center - Reinhardt University

Mazurka 								        Nicholas D. Falcone
Rohan Venkatesan, euphonium

Andante and Allegro						      J.E. Barat
Dennis Miller, euphonium & Kim Russ, piano

 

Concert Allegro							       Alexey Lebedev
Jacob Fulkerson, tuba & Miya Sun, piano

 Rhapsody for Euphonium 					     James Curnow
Brayden Loosier, euphonium & Miya Sun, piano

Euphonium Concerto Mvt. 1 						      Joseph Horovitz
Jimmy McDuffie, euphonium & Kim Russ, piano

Characteristic Study #11						      J.B. Arban
Joe Mahin, euphonium

Beautiful Colorado 							       Joseph De Luca
Jared Lazansky, euphonium & Miya Sun, piano 

Fantasy for Euphonium   						      Hiroshi Hoshina
Natalie Colegrove, euphonium & Miya Sun, piano

 
Cya (for tuba and electronics) 						     Laurenz Oriondo 

Laurenz Oriondo, tuba
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THE 2021 INTERNATIONAL 
EUPHONIUM TUBA FESTIVAL STAFF

Jack Altenbach
Dylan Barnum
Colby Batchelor
Kathryn Carley
Michael Chou
Natalie Colegrove
Ben Cooper
Reid Cox
Joshua Crossman
Kathryn DeShong
Raegan Dishman
Tony Du
Cooper Etters
Daniel Eudy
Jacob Fulkerson
Marshall Gagne
Caleb Harris
Joel Horton
Nathanael Kumar
Alexander Laurenzano

Jared Lazansky
Brayden Loosier
Kendra Luedke
Joe Mahin
Joshua Maxwell
Jimmy McDuffie
Dennis Miller
Charlie Monroe
William Morris
Laurenz Oriondo
Cole Pasch
Alan Payne
Nathan Reid
Dylan Silverstein
Hayden Silvester
Rebecca Spoor
Matthew Tatz
Jacob Torbert
Rohan Venkatesan

THE 2021 IET FESTIVAL PARTICIPANTS

Øystein Baadsvik
Brian Bowman
Robert Brozowski
Kerry Bryant
Jason Casanova
David Childs
Kathy Cowan

Warren Deck
Hiram Diaz
Adam Frey
Janet Frey
Marshall Gagné
Andrew Geocaris
Carol Jantsch

Ashley Jarrell
Chris Olka
Vincent Rose
Kim Russ
Matthew Shipes
Miya Suen
Danielle VanTuinen
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Friday, June 25 - 2:00 PM - Participant Recital
Falany Performing Arts Center - Reinhardt University

Cello Concerto #1, Mvt. 1						      Camille Saint-Saëns
Nathanael Kumar, euphonium & Kim Russ, piano

Suite for Unaccompanied Tuba 					     Walter Hartley
Charlie Monroe, tuba

Six Studies in English Folk Song Mvt. 1,2,3 				    R.Vaughan Williams
Marshall Gagne, tuba & Miya Sun, piano

Three Romances Mvt. 2						      R. Schumann
Caleb Harris, euphonium & Kim Russ, piano

Tuba Concerto Mvt. 1						      Edward Gregson
Nathan Reid, tuba & Kim Russ, piano

 

Rhapsody for Euphonium 						      James Curnow
Jacob Torbert, euphonium & Miya Sun, piano

Stutter Step 								        Ben Horne
Michael Chou, euphonium

A Walk in the Woods  						      Jiro Censhu
Rebecca Spoor, euphonium & Miya Sun, piano

Love Song								        Satoshi Yagisawa
Matthew Tatz, tuba & Miya Sun, piano

Party Piece 								        Philip Sparke
Jack Altenbach, euphonium & Kim Russ, piano

Blue Lake Fantasies Mvt. 1&2 						     David R. Gillligham
Dylan Barnum, euphonium

Prayer from “Jewish Life”						      Ernest Bloch
William Morris, tuba & Kim Russ, piano

Beautiful Colorado 							       Joseph De Luca
Cole Pasch, euphonium & Miya Sun, piano



Friday, June 25 - 7:30 PM - Recital
Falany Performing Arts Center - Reinhardt University

Gala Concert featuring the IET Participant Ensembles

Selections from:
Fugue in G minor							       WA Mozart
								        arr. Martin
Prayer								        Ludwig Van Beethoven
								        arr. Friedrich
Wolkenschatten							       Jan Koetsier
Meditation and Madness						      Tim Jansa
Power								        John Stevens

The Eagle Ensemble
Dr. Matthew Shipes, conductor

Selections from:
Adagio and Rondo							       Aldo Forte
Consortium								        John Cheetham
Fanfare of Fury							       Daniel Eudy
My Favorite Things							       Rodgers and 
								        Hammerstein
								        arr. Holmes/Oliver
Egmont Overture							       Ludwig Van Beethoven 
								        arr. Travis Scott
A Beautiful Journey							      Wan-Yun Liang

World Premiere - Dedicated to Barbara York

The Nighthawk Ensemble
Dr. Brian Bowman, conductor

IET Festival Fanfare							      Matt Hightower
World Premiere

 
Hymnsong on Phillip Bliss						      David Holsinger
								        arr. Oliver

Dedicated to the memory of Earle Louder
 
Chasing the Horizon						      Jacob Fulkerson
 
Bruckner Etude							       Enrique Crespo

Jesus Christ Superstar Medley						      Andrew Lloyd Weber
								        arr. Eduardo Lopez

The IET Festival Massed Ensemble
Adam Frey, conductor
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ØYSTEIN BAADSVIK
Tuba Virtuoso

Øystein Baadsvik is the only tuba virtuoso to have carved out a career 
exclusively as a soloist, rather than becoming a member of an orchestra 
or accepting a teaching post. His multi-faceted musical career as a 
soloist, chamber musician, lecturer and recording artist has taken him all 
over the world. The unique virtuosity and musicality Mr. Baadsvik’s brings 
to the tuba has established him as the exemplar of the instrument.
He studied under the celebrated tuba player Harvey Phillips, 
Distinguished Professor meritus, Department of Music, Indiana 
University and with the legendary Arnold Jacobs, who had a forty-
year career and position of Principal Tuba with the Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra. Øystein Baadsvik’s international career began in 1991 when 
he was awarded two prizes at the prestigious Concours International 
d’Exécution Musicale in Geneva.
His international engagements include performances with orchestras such as the Oslo Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Bergen Philharmonic, Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra, the Taipei National Symphony Orchestra, Singapore 
Philharmonic, and the Orchestra Victoria of Melbourne. Baadsvik has performed in some of the most famous 
venues in the world and 2006 made his New York recital debut at Carnegie Hall.

Øystein Baadsvik is a Miraphone Performing Artist

BRIAN BOWMAN
University of North Texas (retired)

Dr. Brian L. Bowman enjoys a distinguished career as a soloist, clinician, 
recording artist, educator and administrator. Dr. Bowman has held the 
principal euphonium position, in addition to being a featured soloist, 
in each of the bands he has been associated with: The University of 
Michigan Symphony Band, The United States Navy Band, The United 
States Bicentennial Band, The United States Air Force Band and The River 
City Brass Band in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
He is in demand as a guest soloist with high school, university, municipal 
and professional ensembles. He has performed as a soloist in all 50 
states, Canada, Mexico, The Virgin Islands, Norway, Finland, Germany, 
Belgium, Holland, Hungary, Great Britain, France, Italy, Switzerland, 
Australia, Japan, Tonga Taiwan, Thailand and the People’s Republic of 
China. He has appeared as tenor tubist with the National Symphony, 
the Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, the Colorado Symphony, the San 

Francisco Symphony, Oklahoma City Philharmonic, the Dallas Symphony Orchestra and the Orchestra Symphonica 
of Xlapa, Mexico. He has performed concertos with the Lexington Kentucky Symphony, the Sapporo Japan, 
Symphony Orchestra the North Carolina Symphony and the Madison Wisconsin Symphony Orchestra.  

Brian Bowman is a Willson Performing Artist.
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DAVID CHILDS
University of North Texas 

​The grandson and son of well-respected euphonium players from 
the Welsh Valleys, and himself described by The Observer as ‘a great 
ambassador for the euphonium, possessing an astonishing technique and 
an engaging stage presence’, David Childs is regarded as one of the finest 
brass musicians of his generation, touring extensively throughout Asia, 
continental Europe, and North America, and recording actively for radio, 
television, and CD.
He has appeared as soloist with the BBC, Manchester and RTÉ Concert 
orchestras, BBC National Orchestra of Wales, BBC Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Philharmonie Baden-Baden, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Sinfonia Cymru, Welsh National Opera, 
Vancouver Symphony Orchestra and many of the finest brass bands and 
military bands in both the UK and USA. He has made solo appearances at 
the Singapore International Festival, Harrogate International Festival, Cheltenham Festival, Melbourne International 
Festival, BBC Proms and New York Festival, given solo recitals at the Wigmore Hall, Purcell Room and Bridgewater 
Hall, and performed concertos at the Concertgebouw, Royal Albert Hall, Queen Elizabeth Hall, Royal Festival Hall, 
Symphony Hall, Lincoln Center and Carnegie Hall New York.

David Childs is a Besson Performing Artist

WARREN DECK
New York Philharmonic 

​ Warren Deck was the Principal Tubist of the New York Philharmonic 
from 1979-2001. Before his appointment to the Philharmonic, Warren 
held the positions of Principal Tubist with the Houston Symphony and 
Teacher of Tuba at Rice University for two seasons.
Warren made his solo debut with the Philharmonic in 1989, 
performing the world premier of Roger Kellaway’s Songs of Ascent for 
Tuba and Orchestra, commissioned by the Philharmonic.
As a member The Juilliard School faculty from 1989-2002, he has 
been active with students and has given master classes in many 
regions of the world including the former Soviet Union, the Far East 
and South America.  Apart from the orchestral records Warren has 
made with the Philharmonic, he has made four recordings with The 
Canadian Brass for Sony Classical and Philips labels and Tuba, a 

recording of leading tuba and euphonium players from Germany and the US, on EMI Angel Records.
In 2001, Warren was diagnosed with focal dystonia in his upper lip which has ended his playing career. He now 
lives in Denver, CO where he teaches at the Lamont School of Music at the University of Denver and the Aspen Music 
Festival and School in the summers.
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HIRAM DIAZ
“The President’s Own” United States Marine Band 

​Hiram Diaz is a euphoniumist, trombonist, vocalist and music educator. A 
second generation Cuban American, he grew up in Miami, surrounded by 
rich expressions of Latin-American art. He studied at Miami’s New World 
School of the Arts, the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of 
Music, and the University of North Texas. His teachers include
 Dr. Brian Bowman, Tim Northcut, Jay Bertolet and Lee Rogers. 
Throughout his education, he has received many honors, including 
winning the International Tuba and Euphonium Conference Artist 
Euphonium Competition in 2008.
 As a euphonium soloist, Hiram has performed throughout the United 
States and abroad. He recently performed Kevin Day’s new Concerto for Euphonium and Band with “Pershing’s 
Own” US Army Band at the 2020 Tuba and Euphonium Workshop. He has also performed regularly on euphonium, 
trombone, and bass trumpet with the Baltimore Symphony, Cincinnati Symphony, and National Symphony 
Orchestras. Since 2012, Hiram has served proudly in “The President’s Own” United States Marine Band.

Hiram Diaz is an Eastman Performing Artist

ADAM FREY
University of North Georgia & Emory University

Adam Frey is the Artistic Director of the IET for the past 18 years and 
travels the world sharing his music with audiences and students 
spanning 5 continents. He has commissioned more than 90 new works 
and arrangements as well as bringing the euphonium to orchestral 
audiences with his landmark recordings with the New Zealand 
Symphony Orchestra.  Adam has soloed with orchestras the world over, 
including the world famous Boston Pops, Cheju Symphony Orchestra 
(South Korea), US Army Orchestra (Washington DC), Harvard Pops 
(MA), Fort Collins (CO), Indian Hill (MA), the Vaasa Symphony Orchestra 
(Finland), Cascade (WA), Greensboro (NC), Clemson (SC), LaGrange 
(GA), Minot (ND), and Northeastern (MA) Symphony Orchestras. He 

also has been invited to perform major euphonium and tenor tuba features from the standard orchestral repertoire 
with the Atlanta, Seattle, Oregon, and Charleston Symphony Orchestras. He also performs regularly with wind 
bands and brass bands that have included Soli Brass in Holland, Point of Ayr in Wales, the National Youth Brass 
Band of Switzerland, and wind bands from Singapore, Germany, Hong Kong, and the United States.  He has over 10 
solo recordings and teaches at Georgia State, Reinhardt, and Emory Universities.  His arrangements can be found at 
Euphonium.com and Pinnacle Brass.  Please visit www.euphonium.com for more information. 

Adam Frey is a Yamaha Performing Artist.
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CAROL JANTSCH
Philadelphia Orchestra

​​Carol Jantsch has been Principal Tuba of the Philadelphia Orchestra since 
2006. She won this position during her senior year at the University of 
Michigan, from which she graduated summa cum laude. Outside of her 
orchestral duties, Carol performs regularly as a soloist and chamber 
musician, from concertos and recitals to salon events. She is active as 
an educator, presenting clinics and masterclasses around the world, and 
is a faculty member at Yale University School of Music. Carol also enjoys 
transcribing and arranging works for solo tuba and various chamber 
ensembles. Her two pet projects are Tubular, her tuba cover band, and Tubas 
For Good, a nonprofit that provides musical instruments and opportunities to 
students in Philadelphia. TFG is proud to have Yamaha as a partner. 

Carol Jantsch is a Yamaha performing artist.

CHRIS OLKA
Cincinnati Symphony

Principal Tuba of the Cincinnati Symphony since 2016 and former Principal 
Tuba of the Seattle Symphony and Opera from 1999-2016, Christopher Olka 
has had a wide and varied career in music before coming to Cincinnati.  His 
orchestral experience includes Principal Tuba of Gerard Schwarz’s All-Star 
orchestra, Seiji Ozawa’s Saito Kinen Festival Orchestra, Guest Principal Tuba 
with the Boston Symphony, Chicago Symphony, New York Philharmonic, and 
New Jersey Symphony.
Before becoming a full-time orchestral musician in 1999, Chris was an 
active freelance musician in New York where he performed with many brass 
quintets, Dixieland bands, and most of the major orchestras in the area while 
completing his Masters degree at The Juilliard School.  From 1989 to 1996 he 
was a staff musician for the Walt Disney World Company in Orlando, Florida, 
where he was a member of many of the bands there including the TUBAFOURS 
tuba quartet, the world’s only full-time professional tuba quartet. 

In 2006 Chris premiered and recorded the Samuel Jones Concerto for Tuba and Orchestra with the Seattle 
Symphony for the NAXOS Record Label.  The concerto, which was written for him and commissioned by Sandra 
Crowder, received critical acclaim internationally for the premiere as well as recording. His education includes a 
B.M. from the University of Central Florida, and a M.M. from the Juilliard School.  Chris’ teachers include Warren Deck 
(New York Phil. Retired), Joe Alessi (New York Phil.), and Abe Torchinsky (Philadelphia Orch. Retired).

Chris Olka is an Eastman Performing Artist
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KIMBERLY RUSS
Collaborative Pianist

Pianist Kimberly Russ celebrates a diverse musical career. Before moving to 
Cincinnati in 2016, she spent fourteen years as the Resident Pianist for the 
Seattle Symphony at the invitation of Maestro Gerard Schwarz. Additionally, Ms. 
Russ has appeared as Principal Keyboard for the nationally televised PBS series, 
All Star Orchestra. She is continually in demand as soloist and orchestral pianist, 
performing with Seattle Symphony, Cincinnati Symphony, Detroit Symphony, 
Israel Philharmonic, Mariinsky Orchestra, Columbus Symphony, Pacific 
Northwest Ballet Orchestra, Lexington Philharmonic, Kentucky Symphony, 
Seattle Philharmonic, Cascade, Sammamish, Port Angeles, and Central Florida 
Symphonies. An active recording artist, Kimberly can be heard on recent 
recordings, Bhavani’s Oboe (Crystal Records), Pokemon Reorchestrated: Double 
Team! (YouTube, iTunes and Loudr), Pura Vida, with Peter Ellefson, trombone (iTunes), and Short Stories, with Melia 
Watras, viola (iTunes), and a soon to be released recording with her husband, Christopher Olka, Principal Tuba, 
Cincinnati Symphony. Ms. Russ is the Founder and Director of Harmony for Heroes, a non-profit chamber music 
outreach program for our veterans, military and their families. Harmony for Heroes is inspired by her son, a former 
enlisted Marine who served as a Combat Engineer in Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan) and who has 
recently commissioned as a Marine Corps Officer.

MATTHEW SHIPES
The University of Georgia

Dr. Matthew Shipes is the Assistant Professor of Tuba and Euphonium 
at The University of Georgia and tubist with the Georgia Brass Quintet. 
A dedicated advocate of tuba and euphonium performance and 
pedagogy, Matt works in several roles with the International Tuba 
Euphonium Association (ITEA). 
While finishing coursework for his doctorate degree at UGA, Matt won 
an audition and accepted the job to perform with the The United States 
Air Force Band in Washington, D.C as a euphoniumist in the Ceremonial 
Brass, a position he held until 2016. While in the band, he had many 

opportunities to perform for former President Obama, several foreign leaders, and for hundreds of ceremonies at 
Arlington National Cemetery.
​Matt has performed recitals and given masterclasses across the country, including a featured solo recital at the 
2019 United States Army Band’s Tuba and Euphonium Workshop. He was also an invited speaker at the 2019 
International Tuba and Euphonium Conference (ITEC) at the University of Iowa, and presented his class, “A Guide 
to Military Band Auditions,” which he has presented at several regional tuba and euphonium conferences as well.



MIYA SUEN
The University of North Georgia

​​At the age of ten, she won the third place at the “Liu Shi 
Kun” Young Artist Piano Competition in Hong Kong, and 
was accepted to study in Music School of Tianjin with 
Professor Alexander Sokolov when she was twelve. When 
she was eighteen, she was accept to study at the Rimsky-
Korsakov conservatory in Saint Petersburg, Russia, and 
studied under Professor Shakin Olegevich. Won first place 
at the International Young Musician Piano Competition in 
Bulgaria in 2009. Won the second place at the International 
Piano Competition of Kabalevsky in Moscow in 2010. While 
studying in Russia, she performed with the Orchestra of 
Saint Petersburg. She was selected in the International 
Prokofiev Piano Competition in 2011 and graduated with 
her Master’s Degree from Rimsky-Korsakov in 2012. In 2013, she was recommended by Professor Shakin to study 
in the Mannes College for Music in NYC with Professor Irina Morozova. She received her Artist Diploma from the 
Schwob School of Music at Columbus State University in 2016. Mengyao Sun is currently working as collaborative 
pianist at University of North Georgia.

DANIELLE VANTUINEN
University of Florida

Danielle VanTuinen is a performer, educator, and entrepreneur based 
in Gainesville, Florida.  She currently serves as Assistant Professor of 
Tuba and Euphonium at the University of Florida. As a co-founder of the 
internationally acclaimed Moreau | VanTuinen Duo she has been invited 
to perform at the Spanish Association of Tubas and Euphoniums, 
Northern Arizona University, Ithaca College, the Miraphone Academy 
of the Southwest, the United States Pershing’s Own Army Band 
Tuba-Euphonium Workshop, and the International Women’s Brass 
Conference. Her  commitment to expanding low brass repertoire has 

resulted in over 15 compositions by composers such as Steven Snowden, James Grant, Shaun Tilburg, and Etienne 
Crausaz.  Danielle earned a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Music Performance and Master of Music degree in Music 
Performance from Arizona State University, and a Bachelors of Music degree in Music Performance from Central 
Michigan University.
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www.IETFestival.com




